INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS	505
power of Germany and Austro-Hungary in that region.
There were many indications that the Bulgarian attack
upon the countries which had been their allies in the
first Balkan War, was encouraged by the Central Pow-
ers, and that consequently the Bulgarian defeat was a
severe disappointment to them.
The erection of a portion of the territories of Euro-
pean Turkey inhabited by Albanians into an independent
Albanian State was an act of justice on the part of the
Great Powers, but from the outset Germany, Austro-Hun-
gary, and Italy were each seeking to reduce this new
state to the position of a quasi sovereign state—each of
the three Powers seeking to secure a controlling interest
over its policy and government. The overthrow of the
short-lived government of William of Wied, following the
outbreak of the World War, was another blow to the di-
plomacy of the Central Powers; and helped to hasten the
day when these Powers determined to commit to their
military departments the carrying out of their Balkan
and Turkish ambitions.
For a short time after August, 1914, Turkey did not
declare war; but before her entrance into the war she
attempted to abolish all capitulatory rights in Turkey
while all the principal European countries were so com-
pletely occupied elsewhere. In view of the marked dis-
criminations against Christians contained in the Moslem
Law, and of the notorious corruption of Turkish judges,
all the countries possessing extraterritorial rights in
Turkey—except Germany and Austria—felt that such
rights could not safely be surrendered, and refused to
acquiesce in the action of Turkey.
The protests of the United States and other countries
were unheeded by Turkey, which disregarded all extra-
territorial and capitulatory rights during the continu-
ance of the war. A little later Turkey, without having
received any provocation, entered the war as an ally of

